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Outcome

 This presentation will provide information about 

SEED



Context

 We are small, developing countries. “Development” is a 

continuum.

 Education is used as a central development strategy.

 We create skilled labour supply in the absence of 

corresponding demand.

 Graduates without jobs are at risk.

 We have a responsibility to our young people.

 Entrepreneurship & small business development inform 

economic development. 

 We need to create businesses & jobs.
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What is SEED?

 SEED:

 Is a pre-incubator, a motivational programme that 

encourages self-employment. 

 Fosters self-reliance, innovation and entrepreneurship 

among students at Cave Hill campus & in the wider 

society.

 Relies on collaboration with the network of business 

development organisations, agencies, financiers, 

entrepreneurs, experts. 

 Does not duplicate effort.



What is SEED?

 SEED emphasises the need for students & graduates to 

have an entrepreneurial mindset whether self-employed 

or employed by another. 

 Among the objectives of the UWI Strategic Plan is for 

graduates of UWI to be innovative & entrepreneurial.

 SEED is part of the Small Business Development Centre 

(SBDC) network aiming to commence operations as an 

actual Centre by September 2016. 



Current SEED Components

 Co-curricular credit

 Entrepreneurs’ Forums

 Small interactive workshops

 Mentoring and Advice

 CIBC First Caribbean International Bank Business Plan 

Competition

 Partnerships

 Research & Data Gathering



SEED Course/entrepreneurs’ forums



SEED Course/Entrepreneurs’ Forums

 SEED in the Classroom

 Marketplace Simulation

 Are You Ready to Start Your Business? 

 Is Your Idea Viable? Creating, recognising & seizing the 

Opportunity: How to turn an Idea into a Business*

 Entrepreneurial Opportunities in services, agriculture, 

manufacturing, renewable energy, creative sectors

 The Innovation Imperative; Protecting your Business: 

Intellectual Property & You



SEED Course/Entrepreneurs’ Forums

 Planning for Success: Developing a Business Plan

 Choosing the Right Structures: Legal forms of Business 

Ownership

 Life Skills & business etiquette

 Adding the Numbers: Raising Capital & Navigating the 

Numbers

 Choosing Attracting & Keeping Clients, Marketing 

Strategies: Keeping Ahead of the Competition



CIBC FirstCaribbean International Bank 

SEED Business Plan Competition
 Private/Academic partnership

 Supported by CIBC FirstCaribbean as part of its 

commitment to supporting & developing UWI 

students across the region.

 Gives SEED graduates an opportunity to jumpstart 

their businesses by developing & presenting 

feasible business plans to a panel of judges.

 $150,000 disbursed among 25 start-ups.

 22/25 businesses are thriving.



Winners of SEED Business Plan 

Competition 2011

1. Shamkoe Pile, Skai Multimedia

2. Gamal Crichton, Genephi Monler

3. Shivelyn Boney, Caribbean Cuisines

4. David Michael, Echoes Caribbean

5. Leslie-Ann Colbourne, Memorable Occasions





Winners of SEED Business Plan 

Competition 2012

1. Book Line, Rochelle Walrond, Ivan Cox, Chenika

Moore, Kevin Bishop

2. Craig Harewood, Planet Delicacies Nurseries

3. Josiah Kirton, Introspect Recording

4. Jason Hope, Bajan Art Inc.

5. Troy Wiltshire, Group Buy Barbados





Winners of SEED Business Plan 

Competition 2013

1. Akeem Bourne, Freedom 5

2. Christine Roberts, Chrisy’s Care

3. Eli Graham, Kyle Gittens, Chad Parris, Akeem 

Williams with Advanced Software Engineering 

Solutions

4. Rasheena Sylvester, Cube

5. Kenroy White, SoShine







Winners of SEED Business Plan 

Competition 2014

1. Kelly-Ann Allicott, Ibis Wellness Inc.

2. Jamilia Parris, Green Age World

3. Kareem Smith, Ras Val’s Campus Ital

4. Yasmin Ephraim, The Nook Café

5. Greg Morris, Bionic Bikes





Winners of SEED Business Plan 

Competition 2015

1. Shakita Payne, MakeUp Doll Cosmetics

2. Pamela Stanford, PS: At Your Service

3. Rashida Small, De Ital Deli Cheese

4. Carseen Greenidge, Carpentry Solutions 

(Barbados)

5. Tahira Brewster, J&T Green Freighting 





Winners of SEED Business Plan 

Competition 2016

 Kevin Payne, Aquasis Designs

 Joshua Hamlet, nDuna

 Neesha Reid, Gems Music Studio

 Margaret Hinds, The Cake Box

 Iesha Edwards, Empressive Events







SEED in a flash





































SEED Build-out

 SBDC 

 Private sector supported projects:

 Hot Desk Facility

 SEED/USF Collaboration - pilot project using treated 

wastewater to grow flowers

 SEED 2nd Semester workshops & year round 

training calendar



SBDC

 Public/private/academic partnership

 Section 21 US SBDA

 OAS pilot

 BIDC, YES, SEED, FundAccess

 September 2016 start-date

 Pre-determined year long training calendar

 Reporting using NeoSerra software

 Measurement of economic impact

 Access to BIDC Incubator 





Private sector support

 Hot desk facility

 Agricultural project with USF using wastewater



Intensive Workshops

 Starting February 2017, Semester 2 as part of 

SEED SBDC training calendar

 CAP4INNO Chalmers/Allange Idea Evaluation

 Presentation Skills

 Financial Planning 



Observations

 Young people in our region are innovative, fiercely 

nationalistic & have access to information, ideas & 

the global market via technology

 Superior UWI education + skills & resources 

provided by the SEED Project = UWI graduates at 

a distinct advantage in our competitive & uncertain 

environment; regional network

 Self-employment is true independence



Observations

 Change of mentality – paradigm

 The innovative university

 Importance of motivation

 Role of support from private sector

 Education reform (formal & informal)

 Big versus small businesses

 ConCarCive



Thank You

seed@cavehill.uwi.edu

http://www.facebook.com/SEED.UWI

http://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/seed

Telephone: 417-4296

Fax: 438-9167

ayanna.youngmarshall@cavehill.uwi.edu

Telephone: 417-4256

mailto:seed@cavehill.uwi.edu
http://www.facebook.com/SEED.UWI
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