JOINT STATEMENT

During the Technical Workshop on the Public Policy Index for MSMEs in Latin America and the Caribbean
(IPPALC): Central America, which was held from 24-25 October in San Salvador, El Salvador, 8 countries
(Belize, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama) and 2
organisations (CENPROMPYE, European Union) gathered to discuss a proposal for the implementation of
the OECD SME Policy Index tool in the Central American sub-region, using as a basis the assessment
framework already developed by the OECD and SELA for a pilot group of seven Latin American countries
(Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay).' During the first day of the workshop,
presentations were made by SELA and CENPROMYPE, as well as the representatives of each of
CENPROMYPE’s eight member countries, which provided an overview of ongoing efforts to support
MSME development at both the sub-regional and country level. During the second day of the workshop,
the OECD explained the SME Policy Index methodology, and led discussions of how to adapt the
assessment framework to align with Central American countries’ priorities and ongoing efforts by
CENPROMPYE at the sub-regional level. Finally, a proposal for next steps to implement the Index in the
Central American sub-region was presented and discussed.

During these discussions, participants affirmed the overall methodological framework developed by the
OECD and SELA for the sub-project that is currently being implemented in the aforementioned seven
pilot Latin American countries. The discussion highlighted the strong synergies between this
framework’s focus on productive transformation and the newly approved Regional Productive
Articulation Strategy for MSMEs developed by CENPROMYPE (June 2017). The workshop participants
also highlighted a number of areas in which they requested that the OECD and SELA develop proposals
for the construction of additional dimensions, sub-dimensions and/or indicators for a Central American
assessment framework: promotion of entrepreneurship, female and youth entrepreneurship,
environmental policies for MSMEs, and social enterprises. The OECD and SELA agreed to submit
proposals in these areas for presentation at a next workshop, which would also serve as the occasion to
formally launch a Central American sub-regional project. Additionally, participants agreed on the need
to ensure that the questions for the dimensions consider the often large differences between the
situation and needs of micro-enterprises, as opposed to small and medium enterprises. This would
entail the development of separate questions for these groups where relevant.

! These seven countries approved this assessment framework in June 2017; it is available here.


https://www.dropbox.com/s/2455ril3ykk8mny/LAC%20SME%20PI%202018%20Indicators_July%202017%20FINAL%20DRAFT%20ENG%20clean.pdf?dl=0

In the final presentation of the workshop, an explanation was given of the requirements for countries
who wish to participate in a pilot application of the Index in the Central American sub-region.” It was
made clear that the dedication of staff time, including the nomination of a National Coordinator, will be
necessary for the country to complete the Index policy assessment.

In accordance with these outcomes, the participating countries consider that the application of an MSME
Policy Index in our country would be a useful tool to identify the strengths and weaknesses that exist in
our current MSME policies; benchmark the status of our MSME Policy against regional peers; and
enhance the capacity of policy-makers to identify policy areas for future reform, as well as implement
reforms in accordance with best international practices.

The workshop participants agree to work together towards the development of a Central American sub-
regional Index assessment, with the aim to launch this project during 2018. Each of the present country
representatives agree to report the results of the workshop to their respective organisations and
authorities, and, if the decision is made to continue working with the OECD and SELA as a participating
country in this project, to send a formal letter by the 30th of November, 2017, in which this interest to
participate, and commitment to dedicate the necessary staff time in order to do so, is expressed.*

25 October, 2017 — San Salvador, El Salvador

? See the Project Concept Note for a full project description.

3 Regardless of the number of letters received, the launch of a project for Central America will still be subject to
the identification of project funding by an external donor. This external donor funding will cover the costs of the
OECD project team, including travel, and the publication printing and translation costs. Outside of this funding,
participating countries will be responsible to nominate a National Coordinator within their staff, who will
coordinate their country’s responses to the assessment questionnaire and attend all project meetings, as well as
organise a one-day private workshop in their capital to validate the preliminary assessment results (see Concept
Note for full project description).

* Formal letters of interest were already sent by the following Central American countries in 2016: Belize,
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala (see Annex). We kindly ask that each of these countries send a new
letter, reaffirming their continued interest to participate in a Central American project.



https://www.dropbox.com/s/ru00faxl52wxcvo/LAC%20SMEPI%20Concept%20Note%20Centam%20ENG.pdf?dl=0

A. Belize

ANNEX

Formal Letters of Interest Already Received from Central American Countries

Belize Trade & Investment Development Servioes
#14 Orechid Garden Si, City of Belmopan, Cayo District, Be
I +501-822-3737 | B: beltraidedfbelizeinvest oy

Beltraide 00000

BEL/TRD/035(293)

October 6, 2016,

Dear Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and Latin
American and Caribbean Economic System (SELA),

Greeting from the Belize Trade and Investment Development Service (BELTRAIDE)!

Thank you for the invitation to take part in the Workshop on the Implementation
of the Index of Public Policies for Micro, Small, and Medium-sized Enterprises in Latin
America and the Caribbean (IPPALC) from 20-21 September in Panama City, Panama.

Following the final agreement reached at the workshop, | would like to take this
opportunity to express Belize's, through the Belize Trade and Investment
Development Service (BELTRAIDE), interest in continuing to work with your
organizations on a pilot application of this /ndex in the Latin America and the
Caribbean region.

We are willing to dedicate the necessary staff and time to complete the Index
Assessment, as we consider that the application of an SME Policy Index in Belize
would be a useful tool to identify the strengths and weaknesses that exist in our
current SME policy; benchmark the status of our SME Policy against regional peers;
and enhance the capacity of policy-makers to identify policy areas for future reform,
as well as implement reforms in accordance with best international practices.

We look forward to continuing to work together closely on this project, and offer

you my full support in the launch of a pilot project.

Kind Regards,
T

W@, :

Lejia Melanie Gideon (Ms.)
General Manager, Enterprise and Innovation




B. Dominican Republic

REPUBLICA DOMINICANA
Ministerio de Industria y Comercio
Santo Domingo, Distrito Nacional

*Afio del fomento a (a vivienda”

Santo Domingo, D.N.
1297 06 OCT 2016

Sefiores:
Organizaci6n para la Cooperacion y el Desarrollo Econémico (OCDE) y
Sistema Econ6mico Latinoamericano y del Caribe (SELA).

Distinguidos sefiores:

Ante todo queremos agradecerles por la gentil invitacién realizada a nuestra
Institucién, para participar en el “Taller de Implementacion del Indice de Politicas
Piiblicas para Mipymes en América Latina y el Caribe (IPPALC)", realizado los dfas 20 y
21 de septiembre en la Ciudad de Panamd, Panama; y en el cual se ampliaron detalles sobre
el marco de andlisis y la metodologfa de implementacién de esta valiosa herramienta.

Asimismo, y en seguimiento a la Declaracién Conjunta del Taller, aprovechamos la
ocasion para expresar el interés del Ministerio de Industria y Comercio de la Republica
Dominicana en continuar trabajando con la OCDE y el SELA en la implementaci6n piloto del
IPPALC en América Latina y el Caribe. En este sentido, nuestro Ministerio expresa su
disposicién en dedicar los esfuerzos y el tiempo del personal requerido para completar la
evaluacién del indice de Politicas Publicas para Mipymes, considerando que su aplicacién
en la Repablica Dominicana sera de mucha utilidad para monitorear la efectividad de las
polfticas publicas dirigidas a las Mipymes y su comparacion con las politicas similares
regionales.

Agradecido de antemano por la atencién que presten a la presente, les saludo,

jt%r:imente.

Ignacio A Mendez




C. El Salvador

£ SALADOR CONAMYPE
S e

San Salvador, 11 de Octubre de 2016

Seriores (as)

Organizacion para la Cooperacion y el Desarrollo Economico (OCDE) y

Sistema Economico Latinoamericano y del Caribe (SELA).

Presente COE 2272016

Distinguidos Sefloras/es:

Ante todo quiero agradecerles por la gentil invitacion realizada a nuestra Institucion, para participar en
el “Taller de Implementacion del Indice de Politicas Publicas para MIPYME en Ameérica Latina y el Caribe
(IPPALC)", realizado los dias 20 y 21 de septiembre en la Ciudad de Panama, Panama; y en ef cual se ampiiaron
detalles sobre el marco de analisis y la metodologia de implementacion de esta valiosa herramienta,

Asmisnn.yensewimWahDedamdénCmﬁmdﬂTaM.apmvedwohowﬁénp&aemmel
interés de la institucion que dirijo, la Comisidn Nacional de la Micro y Pequefia Empresa (CONAMYPE), en
oomimacttaba}andooonlaOCDEde&AenlahmhmtadbnpﬂuodeHPPALCenAmumayel
Caribe,

En este sentido, nueslmiwudénemasasudimldmmdediwbswumydﬁmwwpemml
requerido para completar la evaluacion del Indice de Politicas Piblicas para MIPYME, considerando que su
apﬂcacibnennuatmpaissuademuchamwmidmﬁicabsavm.lasfomlmydahiluadeswe
existen en las politicas piblicas dirigidas a las Micro, Pequefias y Medianas Empresas; establecer patrones de
comparacion de las politicas regionales en materia de MIPYME, fortalecer la capacidad de los tomadores de
dwisimesdepolitmpamuamaqwlhsaaasqmmqubmmepasyapmusaxbmnmm
tomando en cuenta las mejores practicas internacionales.

Espemaunemosesfumymnﬁrwtrabaja\doenesnaproyeuoquevendraabenefuaramm
puebbs.ofredermlealmismtiempolodoelapoyodeIamituciﬂnalacwrepresemo.patael lanzamiento de
un proyecto piloto para el ano 2017, y hago oporiuna esta ocasion para reiterade mis muestras de estima y
especial considesaeit

Conectando a la con el desarrollo

Edifico Buenos Alres, Urbanizacion Buenos Aines I, Pasale Mar de Piata 1
San Salvador PBX: {503) 21 32-2203
W Conamype gob sv



D. Guatemala

MINISTERIO DE ECONOMIA

GUATEMALA, C.A.

Guatemala 6 de octubre de 2016.
SDE-837-2016

Sefiores
Organizacién para la Cooperacién y el Desarrolio Econémico (OCDE)
Sistema Econémico Latinoamericano y del Caribe (SELA).

Estimados sefiores,

De manera atenta, agradezco la gentil invitacidn realizada a nuestra institucién, para
participar en el “Taller de Implementacién del indice de Politicas Pablicas para
Mipymes en América Latina y el Caribe (IPPALC)", realizado los dias 20 y 21 de
septiembre en la Ciudad de Panama4, Panama, en el cual, se ampliaron detalles sobre el
marco de analisis y la metodologia de implementacion de esta valiosa herramienta,

Asimismo y en seguimiento a la Declaracién Conjunta del Taller, aprovecho la ocasién para

expresar el interés del Viceministeric de Desarrollo de la Microempresa, Pequefia y

Mediana Empresa del Ministerio de Economfa de Guatemala en continuar trabajando con la

" OCDC y el SELA en la implementacion piloto de! IPPALC en América Latina y el Caribe. En

ese sentido, este Viceministerio expresa su disposicion en dedicar los esfuerzos y el tiempo

del personal requerido para completar la evaluacién del indice de Politicas Publicas para

Mipymes, considerando que su aplicacién en Guatemala permitira analizar la actual politica

para el desarrollo de la Mipyme en el pais, determinando sus fortalezas y debilidades;

establecer patrones de comparacién con las politicas regionales existentes para el

[ desarrollo de las Mipymes; fortalecer la capacidad de los tomadores de decisiones de

politicas para identificar aquellas &reas que requieren mejoras y aplicar las acciones
necesarias tomando en cuenta las mejores préicticas intemacionales.

Esperando continuar con el trabajo en forma conjunta en este proyecto, les ofrezco todo el

apoyo de |a institucién a la cual represento para el logro efectivo del lanzamiento de un
proyecto piloto para el afio 2017.

Atentamente,

Ista
VICEMINISTRO DE OO DE LA
MICROEMPRESA, PECLIETIA Y MEDIANA EMPEESA
MINISTERIQ DE ECONOMIA



