
JOINT STATEMENT 

Participants in the Technical Workshop on the Public Policy Index for MSMEs in Latin 

America and the Caribbean (IPPALC): Central America 
 

During the Technical Workshop on the Public Policy Index for MSMEs in Latin America and the Caribbean 

(IPPALC): Central America, which was held from 24-25 October in San Salvador, El Salvador, 8 countries 

(Belize, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama) and 2 

organisations (CENPROMPYE, European Union) gathered to discuss a proposal for the implementation of 

the OECD SME Policy Index tool in the Central American sub-region, using as a basis the assessment 

framework already developed by the OECD and SELA for a pilot group of seven Latin American countries 

(Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay).1 During the first day of the workshop, 

presentations were made by SELA and CENPROMYPE, as well as the representatives of each of 

CENPROMYPE’s eight member countries, which provided an overview of ongoing efforts to support 

MSME development at both the sub-regional and country level. During the second day of the workshop, 

the OECD explained the SME Policy Index methodology, and led discussions of how to adapt the 

assessment framework to align with Central American countries’ priorities and ongoing efforts by 

CENPROMPYE at the sub-regional level. Finally, a proposal for next steps to implement the Index in the 

Central American sub-region was presented and discussed. 

During these discussions, participants affirmed the overall methodological framework developed by the 

OECD and SELA for the sub-project that is currently being implemented in the aforementioned seven 

pilot Latin American countries. The discussion highlighted the strong synergies between this 

framework’s focus on productive transformation and the newly approved Regional Productive 

Articulation Strategy for MSMEs developed by CENPROMYPE (June 2017).  The workshop participants 

also highlighted a number of areas in which they requested that the OECD and SELA develop proposals 

for the construction of additional dimensions, sub-dimensions and/or indicators for a Central American 

assessment framework: promotion of entrepreneurship, female and youth entrepreneurship, 

environmental policies for MSMEs, and social enterprises. The OECD and SELA agreed to submit 

proposals in these areas for presentation at a next workshop, which would also serve as the occasion to 

formally launch a Central American sub-regional project. Additionally, participants agreed on the need 

to ensure that the questions for the dimensions consider the often large differences between the 

situation and needs of micro-enterprises, as opposed to small and medium enterprises. This would 

entail the development of separate questions for these groups where relevant.  

  

                                                           
1
 These seven countries approved this assessment framework in June 2017; it is available here.  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/2455ril3ykk8mny/LAC%20SME%20PI%202018%20Indicators_July%202017%20FINAL%20DRAFT%20ENG%20clean.pdf?dl=0


In the final presentation of the workshop, an explanation was given of the requirements for countries 

who wish to participate in a pilot application of the Index in the Central American sub-region.2 It was 

made clear that the dedication of staff time, including the nomination of a National Coordinator, will be 

necessary for the country to complete the Index policy assessment. 

In accordance with these outcomes, the participating countries consider that the application of an MSME 

Policy Index in our country would be a useful tool to identify the strengths and weaknesses that exist in 

our current MSME policies; benchmark the status of our MSME Policy against regional peers; and 

enhance the capacity of policy-makers to identify policy areas for future reform, as well as implement 

reforms in accordance with best international practices.  

The workshop participants agree to work together towards the development of a Central American sub-

regional Index assessment, with the aim to launch this project during 2018. Each of the present country 

representatives agree to report the results of the workshop to their respective organisations and 

authorities, and, if the decision is made to continue working with the OECD and SELA as a participating 

country in this project, to send a formal letter by the 30th of November, 2017, in which this interest to 

participate, and commitment to dedicate the necessary staff time in order to do so, is expressed.34  

25 October, 2017 – San Salvador, El Salvador 

  

                                                           
2
 See the Project Concept Note for a full project description.  

3
 Regardless of the number of letters received, the launch of a project for Central America will still be subject to 

the identification of project funding by an external donor. This external donor funding will cover the costs of the 
OECD project team, including travel, and the publication printing and translation costs. Outside of this funding, 
participating countries will be responsible to nominate a National Coordinator within their staff, who will 
coordinate their country’s responses to the assessment questionnaire and attend all project meetings, as well as 
organise a one-day private workshop in their capital to validate the preliminary assessment results (see Concept 
Note for full project description).  
4
 Formal letters of interest were already sent by the following Central American countries in 2016: Belize, 

Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala (see Annex). We kindly ask that each of these countries send a new 
letter, reaffirming their continued interest to participate in a Central American project.   

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ru00faxl52wxcvo/LAC%20SMEPI%20Concept%20Note%20Centam%20ENG.pdf?dl=0


ANNEX 

Formal Letters of Interest Already Received from Central American Countries 

A. Belize             

 

  



B. Dominican Republic  

 

 

  



C. El Salvador  

 

  



D. Guatemala 

  
 

 


